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SUBJ: RAUL CASTRO AND PRIME MINISTER MERCADO COMMENT ON US-CUBAN 
RELATIONS UNDER PRESIDENT FORD 

1. AUGUST 10 LIMA NEWSPAPERS REPORT EXTENSIVELY ON COMMENTS MADE 
SEPARATELY TO LOCAL PRESS BY VISINT CUBAN ARMED FORCES MINISTER 
RAUL CASTRO AND PERUVIAN PRIME MINISTER MERCADO. BOTH SUGGEST 
THAT THE UNITED STATES UNDER PRESIDENT FORD MAY FIND IT EASIER TO 
END CUBAN BLOCKADE AND RE-ESTABLISH US-CUBAN RELATIONS. 

2. EXPRESO CARRIES FOLLOWING SUMMARIZED ACCOUNT OF RAUL CASTRO'S 
REMARKS TO NEWSMEN, UPON CASTRO’S RETURN FROM VISIT TO IQUITOS: 

"WE ARE READY TO CONVERSE WITH THE NEW US GOVERNMENT, IF AND 
WHEN IT LIFTS THE ECONOMIC BLOCKADE APPLIED UNJUSTLY AGAINST MY 
COUNTRY... HE RECALLED THE WORDS OF COMMANDER PRIME MINISTER 
FIDEL CASTRO, WHO DURING HIS LAST SPEECH ON JULY 26, SAID 
"SEVERAL AMERICAN AND CUBAN COUNTERREVOLUTIONARIES WHO PLAYED 
A LEADING ROLE IN THE BAY OF PIGS AGGRESSION, MANAGED TO UNDER 
MINE THE PRESIDENT OF THE US." RAUL CASTRO ADDED THAT IT WAY 
PRESIDENT NIXON WHO FIRST PROPOSED THE BAY OF PIGS OPERATION 
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OF THE BEST PRISIDENTS "EVEN IF HE WAS THE ONE WHO INITIATED THE 
AGGRESSION AGAINST THE BAY OF PIGS". RAUL CASTRO CALLED 
ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT US WILL BE CELEBRATING ITS BICEN- 
TENNIAL WITHOUT AN ELECTED PRESIDENT. NEVERTHERLESS, WE ARE 
READY TO CONVERSE WITH THEM WHEN THEY LIFT THEIR ECONOMIC 
BLOCKADE. 

3. LA PRENSA STORY REPORTS THAT RAUL CASTRO SAID THAT SOMEDAY 
SOCIALISM WILL BE BUILT IN THE US AND THAT THERE WILL SURELY 
BE US-CUBAN RELATIONS BUT "OUR 

RELATIONS WILL BE BETTER WITH THE GREAT FATHERLAND OF LENIN 
FOR THE HELP IT HAS GIVEN FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE CUBAN REVOLU- 
TION". COMMENTING ON IMPORTANCE OF PETROLEUM RESOURCES AND 
CUBAN'S LACK OF THEM. CASTRO ALSO SAID THAT CUBA WOULD HAVE 
NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS WITHIN NEXT FIVE YEARS. LA PRENSA ADDS 
THAT RAUL CASTRO CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT HE CONSIDERED PERU 
TO BE HIS HOMELAND, HIMSELF TO BE A PERUVIAN AND THAT "WITH 
THAT, I AM TELLING YOU EVERYTHING". 

4. PRIME MINISTER MERCADO, WHO HAS BEEN CASTRO'S HOST DURING 
MOST OF HIS VISIT TO PERU, ALSO MADE STATEMENTS TO PRESS UPON 
RETURNING FROM SHORT TRIP TO BOGOTA, WHERE HE ATTENDED LOPEZ 
MICHELSEN INAUGURATION. LA PRENSA REPORTS MERCADO AS SAYING THAT 
HE THOUGHT PRESIDENT NIXON'S RESIGNATION WOULD SPEED THE LIFTING 
OF THE CUBAN BLOCKADE. MERCADO SAID THAT THERE WAS NOW AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PRESIDENT FORD TO SETTLE THE CUBAN QUESTION BY 
ENDING THE BLOCKADE SO THAT CUBA COULD RE-ENTER THE LATIN 
AMERICAN FAMILY WITHOUT GOING THROUGH OAS. DEAN 
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